OPEL AWARD

We are looking for nominations for the Opel Award based on outstanding effort, commitment, and results in one or more of the following areas:

· Exemplary in the expression of a positive, caring and respectful work attitude.

· Evidence of excellent performance in completing a specific assignment outside of normal job responsibilities or in a voluntary effort.

· Exemplary in “going above and beyond” in supporting and promoting the College.

This award is named after Don Opel who some have called the “Godfather” of the Highland Community College Foundation.  Mr. Opel’s connection with the college started prior to the Foundation.  Don served as a co-chairman of the committee that studied the feasibility of establishing a college in this area.  In addition to getting a college in Freeport, Don also felt it was equally important to make the college accessible to all segments of the community.  To that end, Opel worked to build the Highland Community College Foundation, which provides funds for scholarships, special academic programs and capital projects.  He was president of the foundation for 10 years and in 1973 was appointed executive director until his retirement in 1987.  The College arboretum was named after him for his efforts in providing funds for the campus master landscape plan.  In 1983, he received the first honorary degree bestowed by the College.  We will always be grateful for his leadership, his hard work, and his dedicated service to the College.

Nominations are to be returned confidentially to Jill Janssen by Wednesday, November 30, 2005.

