5.60 Concealed Carry and Weapons (Reaffirmed 5/24/22)

Highland Community College is committed to providing a safe and secure environment for its
faculty, staff, and students. Consequently, the use and possession of weapons is strictly
prohibited on all property owned or operated by Highland Community College. Moreover,
pursuant to Illinois Public Act 98-0063, all community colleges, colleges and universities in the
state of Illinois are designated as prohibited areas for concealed carry. This policy applies to all
Highland Community College faculty, staff, students, contracted employees, and campus
visitors.

A.

B.

Definitions:

1.

Firearms are defined as any gun, shotgun, rifle, pistol, or handgun designed to fire
bullets, BB’s, pellets, shot or any projectile regardless of the propellant used.

Other weapons are defined as any instrument that can be utilized to inflict or threaten
bodily injury. These include, but are not limited to, knives with fixed blades,
pocketknives with blades longer than four inches, swords, metal knuckles, blackjacks,
hatchets, bows and arrows, crossbows, nun chucks, or any explosive or incendiary
device.

Exceptions:

1.

Possession of a valid concealed weapons permit authorized by the State of Illinois or
a county within is not an exemption under this policy.

This policy does not apply to the following:

a. Law enforcement officials duly authorized to carry such weapons.

b. Military drills, honor guards, and color guards utilizing facsimile weapons.

c. Equipment, utensils and/or supplies used for legitimate educational or job related
purposes.

d. Personal protective devices deemed as nonlethal such as mace or pepper spray.

Sanctions:

1.

Any employee violating this policy will be subject to discipline up to and including
termination. Any student violating this policy will be subject to discipline up to and
including suspension or dismissal as outlined in the Code of Conduct. Any visitor
violating this policy will be subject to being barred from campus. All may be subject
to criminal or civil prosecution.



